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1 Timothy 6:20-21 
20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing 
arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”— 21 which some have professed and thus gone astray from the 
faith. 
 

A. Paul gives two commands to guard the Christian life. 
 

1) Guard what Christ has given you. 
a. persevering in your calling from Jesus. 
b. protecting your relationship with Jesus. 
c. preserving the truth of Jesus and His gospel. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-13 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the 
flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human 
hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus 
you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
 

2) Avoid the temptation to dilute or pollute what you have. 
 
Romans 1:18-32 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it 
evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For 
even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged 
the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals 
and crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 
would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading 
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also 
the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with 
men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 28 And just as they 
did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which 
are not proper, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 32 and although they know the ordinance of 
God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty 
approval to those who practice them. 
 
         B. Paul gives the consequence for standing down. 
 
 
 



1 Timothy 6:21 
21 which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you. 
 

1) You may lose what you thought you had. 
 
1 Timothy 1:18-20 
18 This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning 
you, that by them you fight the good fight, 19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and 
suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over 
to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme. 
 
2 Timothy 4:14-15 
14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Be on guard 
against him yourself, for he vigorously opposed our teaching. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


