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1 Timothy 6:17-21 
17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good 
works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, 
avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”— 21 which 
some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you. 
 
I Timothy 6:9-10 
9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which 
plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 
James 4:1-4 
1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your 
members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the 
world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 
 
1 Timothy 6:17 
17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 
 
Revelation 3:14-18 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the 
creation of God, says this: 15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 
16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, “I am 
rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be 
revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  
 
Matthew 19:16-30 
16 And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?” 17 And 
He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter 
into life, keep the commandments.” 18 Then he *said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 
MURDER; YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; YOU SHALL NOT STEAL; YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS; 19 HONOR YOUR 
FATHER AND MOTHER; and YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 20 The young man *said to Him, “All these 
things I have kept; what am I still lacking?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go and sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But when the 
young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property. 
23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who can be saved?” 
26 And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 



27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?” 28 And 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man 
will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, 
will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last; and the last, 
first. 
 

A. Those who are rich are to have a proper estimation of themselves. 
 

1. Don’t underestimate your desperate spiritual need. 
 

2.  Don’t overestimate the value of material prosperity. 
 
Hebrews 11:24-26 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to 
endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 considering the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  
 
Hebrews 11:39-40 
39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 because God had 
provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect. 
 
1 Timothy 6:18-19 
18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves 
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 
 

B. Those who are rich in the present world are to prioritize: 
 

1. Eternal spiritual prosperity 
 

2. Love-filled stewardship 
 

1 John 3:14-18 
14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides 
in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 
him. 16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the 
love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  
 
 


