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1 Timothy 6:6-10

5But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. ” For we have brought nothing
into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be
content. ?But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires
which plunge men into ruin and destruction. " For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

A. Paul’s concern for Christians.
1. False teachers are willing to monetize your:

a. Spiritualinterests.

b. Spiritualinsecurities.
2 Corinthians 12:1-6
" Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but | will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. ?| know a
man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body | do not know, or out of the body | do not know, God
knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven. *And | know how such a man—whether in the body or
apart from the body | do not know, God knows— “was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words,
which a man is not permitted to speak. *On behalf of such a man | will boast; but on my own behalf | will not boast,

except in regard to my weaknesses. ¢ For if | do wish to boast | will not be foolish, for | will be speaking the truth; but
| refrain from this, so that no one will credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.

2. Faulty expectations of material gain by aligning ourselves with God.

1 Timothy 6:6
But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment.

B. Paul’s desireis for usto grasp how really rich we are.

1. When our goal IS godliness.

1 Timothy 6:9-11

9But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which
plunge men into ruin and destruction. ' For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. ' But flee from these things, you
man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.

James 5:1-5

" Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you. 2Your riches have rotted and
your garments have become moth-eaten. *Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness
against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!
4Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against
you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. ®You have lived
luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.



Luke 12:16-21

'8 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very productive. '’ And he began reasoning to
himself, saying, ‘What shall | do, since | have no place to store my crops?’ ®Then he said, ‘This is what | will do: |
will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. "*And | will say to
my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’
20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have
prepared?’ 2" So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

Luke 12:27-34

?”Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but | tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory
clothed himself like one of these. 2 But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you? You men of little faith! > And do not seek what you will
eat and what you will drink, and do not keep worrying. ** For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek;
but your Father knows that you need these things. *' But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
%2Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. 3*“Sell your possessions
and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no
thief comes near nor moth destroys. * For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

2. When our hearts are set on eternal things.

Hebrews 11:8-16

8By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance;
and he went out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, asin a
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; '°for he was looking for the
city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. "' By faith even Sarah herself received ability to
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. *Therefore
there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN IN
NUMBER, AND INNUMERABLE AS THE SAND WHICH IS BY THE SEASHORE. " All these died in faith, without receiving the
promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. *For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of
their own. " And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had
opportunity to return. '*But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.

1 Timothy 6:7-8
”For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. ®If we have food and
covering, with these we shall be content.

Philippians 4:10-13

0But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were
concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. "' Not that | speak from want, for | have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances | am. 2| know how to get along with humble means, and | also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having
abundance and suffering need. "*1 can do all things through Him who strengthens me.



