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1 Timothy 3:14-16 *| am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; > but in case | am delayed, / write so that
you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
support of the truth. ® By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness:

He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit,

Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations,

Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.

1 Timothy 3:15 but in case | am delayed, / write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

A. The case for Christian conduct.
1. What we do is because of who we are and whose we are.

e Who are we? We are the family of God.

Ephesians 2:12-18 !2remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 3 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 2*For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke
down the barrier of the dividing wall, 1*> by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, '®and might reconcile them both
in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 1 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR
AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 8 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.

Ephesians 1:7-8a 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His
grace ® which He lavished on us.

Ephesians 2:19-22 1°So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s
household, 2° having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, % in
whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in whom you also are being built
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

e Whose are we? We belong to Jesus, the One true and living God.

1 Timothy 3:15 but in case | am delayed, / write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

2. Our pattern of living and the truth we are holding are completely bound to the person of Jesus.

“Pillars also were of ancient use to fasten upon them any public edicts, which princes or courts would have published, and exposed to
the view of all; hence the church is called, the pillar and basis, or seal, of truth, because by it the truths of God are published,
supported, and defended.” Matthew Poole

1 Timothy 3:16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness:
He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit,

Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations,

Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.

B. The common Christian confession is that Jesus is

1. the eternally existent Creator of all things,

John 1:1-4 ' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. #In Him was life, and
the life was the Light of men.



John 1:14 %And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father,
full of grace and truth.

Phillippians 2:5-11  °Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, ®who, although He existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross. ? For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, °so
that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WiLL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ' and that every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2. good news for every sinner,

John 3:12-18 *?If | told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if | tell you heavenly things? 3 No one has
ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. ** As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 1° so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life. 7 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. ¥ He who
believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.

Luke 24:44-53 *Now He said to them, “These are My words which | spoke to you while | was still with you, that all things which
are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” *° Then He opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, *¢ and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the
third day, 4’ and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. *You are witnesses of these things. *° And behold, | am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” >° And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands
and blessed them. > While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. >2 And they, after
worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >3 and were continually in the temple praising God.

3. resurrected to glory, triumphant over death.

1 Corinthians 15:16-24 ®For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 1" and if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. ¥ Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. *° If we have hoped in
Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. 2° But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who are asleep. 2! For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive. 2> But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming,

24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and
power.

Romans 10:8-10 8 But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART” —that is, the word of faith which we
are preaching, ° that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved; ° for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in
salvation.

C. Three elements of saving faith:

1. Knowledge — the facts and information about Jesus.

2 Belief — agreeing with the facts and accepting them as true.

3. Trust —surrendering self-sufficiency and entrusting yourself to Jesus.

Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; ° not as a result of
works, so that no one may boast.



