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Matthew 5:6-9 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 
Matthew 5:20, 48 
20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 
48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Ezekiel 36:22-28 
22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but 
for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went. 23 I will vindicate the holiness of My great name 
which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the 
LORD,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24 For I will take you from the nations, gather you 
from all the lands and bring you into your own land. 25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse 
you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26 Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 28 You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be 
My people, and I will be your God.  
 
John 1:14-17 
14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 John *testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank 
than I, for He existed before me.’” 16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  

 
A. We are all in need of God’s grace and mercy as we desperately desire righteousness. 

 
1. Grace – getting what we don’t deserve. 
 
2. Mercy – not getting what we do deserve. 
 

Ephesian 2:1-9 
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly 
lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the 
rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 
 
Luke 18:9-14 
9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with 
contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was 
praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up 
his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house 
justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 



B. Jesus wants to show us mercy. 
 
Hebrews 2:17-18 
17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, 
He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all 
things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

 
1. His mercy is not just a theological truth, it’s an invitation to relationship. 

 
“We don’t want to let our emotional distance from God reflect in rebellion in our own hearts.”  Riley Unrau 
 
Matthew 18:23-27 
23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he had 
begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 But since he did not have the means to repay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 So the slave 
fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.’ 27 And the lord 
of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  

 
C. Jesus wants us to show mercy. 

 
1. Response to the mercy we have received. 

 
Matthew 18:28-35 
28 But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me and I will repay you.’ 30 But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was 
owed. 31 So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that 
had happened. 32 Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. 33 Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’ 34 And his lord, 
moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 My heavenly Father will also do 
the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” 

 
2. Reflection of the new heart we’ve been given. 

 
Colossians 3:10-13 
10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him— 11 a 
renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 
freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave 
you, so also should you.  
 
Philippians 2:1-8 
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on 
one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 


