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Matthew 5:1-12 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to 
teach them, saying, 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

Mathew 5:6 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be sa�sfied. 
 

A. Righteousness – goodness, moral perfec�on. 
 

 1. Righteousness is essen�al to God’s kingdom. 
 

 2. Righteousness is the essence of God’s nature. 
 

B. Blessed (joyfully content) are those who are desperate for God’s goodness. 
 

 1. Longing for His righteous nature. 
 

Psalm 51:1-4 
1 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 
According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity 
And cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
And my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against You, You only, I have sinned 
And done what is evil in Your sight, 
So that You are jus�fied when You speak 
And blameless when You judge. 
 

2 Peter 1:5-8 
5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfrui�ul in the true 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 2. Living for His righteous character. 
 

1 Peter 2:20-25 
20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with pa�ence? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you 
pa�ently endure it, this finds favor with God. 21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example 
for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
while suffering, He utered no threats, but kept entrus�ng Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were con�nually straying like sheep, but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 
 

  a.  Seeking the transforma�on of our inner being. 
 

Romans 12:1-2 
1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will 
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

Alas! It is not enough for me to know that my sin is forgiven. I have a fountain of sin within my heart, and bitter waters continually flow from it. 
Oh, that my nature could be changed, so that I, the lover of sin, could be made a lover of that which is good; that I, now full of evil, could become 
full of holiness!  Charles Spurgeon 
 

Ephesians 4:17-24 
17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gen�les also walk, in the fu�lity of their mind, 18 being 
darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 
19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the prac�ce of every kind of impurity with greediness. 20 But you 



did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference to your 
former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
 

• Ge�ng rid of our old self - corrupted by deceit 
 

• Grabbing hold of our new self - created in truth 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of 
God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in 
the Spirit of our God. 
 

Acts 3:19-20 
19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 
20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,  
 

Isaiah 56:1-2 
1Thus says the LORD, “Preserve jus�ce and do righteousness, For My salva�on is about to come And My righteousness to be revealed. 
2 “How blessed is the man who does this, And the son of man who takes hold of it; Who keeps from profaning the sabbath, And keeps his hand from 
doing any evil.” 
 

  b. Seeking to display our glorious transforma�on. 
 

Gala�ans 5:16-26 
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, 
you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn 
you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, 
challenging one another, envying one another. 
 

  c. Seeking the transforma�on of our world. 
 

Mathew 5:10-16 
10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the 
salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by 
men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
 

 3. Sa�sfied are those who are desperate for God’s goodness. 
 

Mathew 6:31-33 
31 Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all 
these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you. 
 

Isaiah 56:6-7 
6 “Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, To minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, To be His servants, every one who 
keeps from profaning the sabbath And holds fast My covenant; 
7 Even those I will bring to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.” 
 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
6 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, 
And refined, aged wine. 
7 And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 
8 He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all 
the earth; For the LORD has spoken. 
9 And it will be said in that day,“Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. 
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.” 
 


