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Matthew 5:1-12

“When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2He opened His mouth
and began to teach them, saying,® “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.*“Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted.® “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.® “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.? “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God.? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.'° “Blessed are those who have
been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.!! “Blessed are you when people insult you and
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great;
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Hebrews 11:6
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those
who seek Him.

Hebrews 11:39-40
39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, *° because God had provided
something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.

Matthew 5:6,10
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

A. Righteousness — goodness, moral perfection.

1. Righteousness is an essential aspect of the kingdom of God.

2. Righteousness is an essential quality of the nature of God.

Matthew 5:6
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

B. Blessed are those who are desperate for God’s goodness.

1. Longing for His righteous nature.

2 Corinthians 5:17-21

7 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. #Now all these
things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, ** namely, that God was
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of
reconciliation. 2° Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf
of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2! He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him.

2 Peter 1:2-4

2Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3seeing that His divine power has granted to
us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
4For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.



Romans 7:14-23

14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but | am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. > For what | am doing, | do not understand; for |
am not practicing what | would like to do, but | am doing the very thing | hate. ®But if | do the very thing | do not want to do, | agree
with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So how, no longer am | the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. * For | know
that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. ** For the good
that | want, | do not do, but | practice the very evil that | do not want. 2° But if | am doing the very thing | do not want, | am no longer
the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 2! 1 find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good.
22For | joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 2 but | see a different law in the members of my body, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

Romans 7:24-8:2

24 Wretched man that | am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 2> Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So
then, on the one hand | myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

8 1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set
you free from the law of sin and of death.

Ezekiel 18:20a, 21

20 The person who sins will die.

21 “gut if the wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed and observes all My statutes and practices justice and
righteousness, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

2. Living for His righteous character.

1 Peter 2:24-25
2*and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you
were healed. ?° For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

a. Seeking the transformation of our inner being.

Romans 12:1-2

Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Alas! It is not enough for me to know that my sin is forgiven. | have a fountain of sin within my heart, and bitter
waters continually flow from it. Oh, that my nature could be changed, so that I, the lover of sin, could be made a lover
of that which is good; that I, now full of evil, could become full of holiness! Charles Spurgeon

b. Seeking the transformation of our world.

Matthew 5:10-16

10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

1 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. *? Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. ** “You are
the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to
be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. **“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; ** nor does
anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. *° Let your light
shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

C. Satisfied are those who are desperate for God’s goodness.



Isaiah 56:1-2

Thus says the LORD,

“Preserve justice and do righteousness,
For My salvation is about to come

And My righteousness to be revealed.
2“How blessed is the man who does this,
And the son of man who takes hold of it;
Who keeps from profaning the sabbath,
And keeps his hand from doing any evil.”

Isaiah 56:3-8

3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say,
“The LoRD will surely separate me from His people.”

Nor let the eunuch say, “Behold, | am a dry tree.”

4For thus says the LORD,

“To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths,

And choose what pleases Me,

And hold fast My covenant,

>To them | will give in My house and within My walls a memorial,
And a name better than that of sons and daughters;

I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off.
6“Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,

To minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD,

To be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the sabbath
And holds fast My covenant;

7Even those | will bring to My holy mountain

And make them joyful in My house of prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar;
For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.”
8The Lord Gob, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares,
“Yet others | will gather to them, to those already gathered.”

Isaiah 56:9-12

° All you beasts of the field,

All you beasts in the forest,

Come to eat.

10 His watchmen are blind,

All of them know nothing.

All of them are mute dogs unable to bark,

Dreamers lying down, who love to slumber;

11 And the dogs are greedy, they are not satisfied.
And they are shepherds who have no understanding;
They have all turned to their own way,

Each one to his unjust gain, to the last one.
124Come,” they say, “let us get wine, and let us drink heavily of strong drink;
And tomorrow will be like today, only more so.”

1 Timothy 6:3-11

3|f anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine
conforming to godliness, * he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and
disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, >and constant friction between men of
depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 6 But godliness actually is a means of great
gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.
81f we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. °But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and
many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. °For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil,
and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. ** But flee from these
things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.



