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1 John 1:1-4 
1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have observed 
and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 that life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
we testify and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 what we have 
seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 

A. John’s witness is united with the apostles.  
 

a. This witness is the foundation of the Church with Christ as the cornerstone.  
 

B. John’s witness is simple 
 

a. The Word of Life – Jesus Christ 
 

John 1:1-5 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been 
created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 

b. The Eternal life – Jesus Christ 
 

John 17:1-5 
1 Jesus spoke these things, looked up to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so that 
the Son may glorify you, 2 since you gave him authority over all people, so that he may give eternal life to 
everyone you have given him. 3 This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and the one you 
have sent — Jesus Christ. 4 I have glorified you on the earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 Now, 
Father, glorify me in your presence with that glory I had with you before the world existed.  
 

c. Fellowship with God and Church 
 

C. The Witness of the John and the Apostles is credible.  
 

a. 1 John 1:1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have observed and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life 
 

1 Corinthians 15: 1-8 
1 Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel I preached to you, which you received, on 
which you have taken your stand 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold to the message I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. 6 Then he appeared to over five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still alive, but some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one born at the wrong time, he also appeared to 
me. 
 



b. John combats early heresies by appealing to this eyewitness testimony. 
 

i. Gnosticism  
 

William Barclay “The basic belief of all Gnostic thought was that only spirit was good and matter was essentially 
evil…In particular he despised the body which being matter, was necessarily evil. Imprisoned within this body 
was the spirit of man. That spirit was a seed of God, who was altogether good. So, then, the aim of life must be 
to release this heavenly seed imprisoned in the evil of the body.” 
 

D. The Joy of the Apostles is full when people believe their witness.  
 

a. When we believe we receive eternal life 
 

John 3:36 
The one who believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who rejects the Son will not see life; instead, the 
wrath of God remains on him. 
 

b. When we believe we receive fellowship with each other.  
 

Hebrews 10:19-25 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have boldness to enter the sanctuary through the blood of Jesus— 
20 he has inaugurated for us a new and living way through the curtain (that is, through his flesh)— 21 and since 
we have a great high priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water. 23 Let us hold on 
to the confession of our hope without wavering, since he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one 
another in order to provoke love and good works, 25 not neglecting to gather together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day approaching. 
 

c. When we believe we receive fellowship with God.  
  

Colossians 1:21  
Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds as expressed in your evil actions. 22 But now he has 
reconciled you by his physical body through his death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before him. 
 
Romans 5:10-11  
10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, then how much 
more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 And not only that, but we also boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received this reconciliation. 
 

E. If the Witness of the Apostles is credible we ought obey their teaching.  
 

John 13:20  
Truly I tell you, whoever receives anyone I send receives me, and the one who receives me receives him who 
sent me.” 
 
Luke 10:16  

Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one 
who sent me.” 
 
 
 


