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1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well 
that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon 
them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day 
would overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep 
as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But 
since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God has 
not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep, we will live together with Him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.  
 

 A.)  What is the purpose of eschatology? 
 

  1.  To comfort, encourage, and edify one another. 
 

  2.  To prepare ourselves for Jesus’s return. 
 
“There is a difference between being ready to go to heaven and being ready to meet the Lord.  Anyone who has sincerely trusted Christ for 
salvation is ready to go to heaven.  Christ’s sacrifice on the cross has taken care of that.  But to be ready to meet the Lord at the judgment 
seat of Christ is quite another matter.  Scripture indicates that some believers will no be happy to see Jesus Christ!”  Warren Wiersbe 

1 John 2:28-29 
28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at 
His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.  
 

  3.  To warn unbelievers of Jesus’s return.  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 
1Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well 
that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon 
them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  
 

 B.) What is the day of the Lord? 
 

D. Edmond Hiebert, “The day when God intervenes in history to judge His enemies, deliver His people and establish His Kingdom.” 
 

  1.  The certainty of judgment that results in destruction for the unbelieving. 
 
2 Peter 3:3-7 
3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the 
promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 5 For when they 
maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are 
being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  
 

Revelation 6:12-17 
12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the 
whole moon became like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great 
wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 15 Then the 
kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the 
caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and they *said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence 
of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 
6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as 
well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not 
know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.  



 

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 
8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of 
His coming; 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all 
the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 11 For this rea-
son God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged who did not 
believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.  
 

John 3:16-18 
16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For 
God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in Him is not 
judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  
 

2 Peter 3:8-10 
8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance.  
 

  2.  The promised deliverance of the believing. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:4-5a 
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not 
of night nor of darkness;  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  
 

2 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to 
be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.  
 

  3.  To establish His eternal Kingdom. 
 
2 Peter 3:10-13 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with in-
tense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be de-
stroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 
earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

 C.) How do we prepare ourselves? 
 
  1.  Be serious about your faith. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:5a-8 
5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert 
and sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of the day, let 
us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  
 

Revelation 16:15 
15 Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men 
will not see his shame. 
 
Revelation 3:1-6 
1To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you 
have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not 
found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if 
you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who 
have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white 
garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 


