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1 Thessalonians 4:9-13 
9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one 
another; 10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still 
more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we com-
manded you, 12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 

"Sometimes I think we have the opposite problem. It's not that the church today is so anxious for the coming of Christ that we're 
ignoring our worldly responsibility. It is that the church is so indifferent to the coming of Christ it is consumed with its worldly 
activity. It's absolutely the reverse. Both are wrong." John McArthur 
 

Luke 19:11-27 
11 While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near Jerusalem, and they supposed 
that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately. 12 So He said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive a kingdom 
for himself, and then return. 13 And he called ten of his slaves, and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until I 
come back.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 15 When he 
returned, after receiving the kingdom, he ordered that these slaves, to whom he had given the money, be called to him so that he 
might know what business they had done. 16 The first appeared, saying, ‘Master, your mina has made ten minas more.’ 17 And he said to 
him, ‘Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.’ 18 The sec-
ond came, saying, ‘Your mina, master, has made five minas.’ 19 And he said to him also, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’ 20 Another 
came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I kept put away in a handkerchief; 21 for I was afraid of you, because you are an exacting 
man; you take up what you did not lay down and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 He *said to him, ‘By your own words I will judge you, 
you worthless slave. Did you know that I am an exacting man, taking up what I did not lay down and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Then 
why did you not put my money in the bank, and having come, I would have collected it with interest?’ 24 Then he said to the bystanders, 
‘Take the mina away from him and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’ 25 And they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten  
minas already.’ 26 I tell you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but from the one who does not have, even what he does 
have shall be taken away. 27 But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my 
presence.”  
 

 The disciples of Jesus are in the business of being: 
 

 A.)  affectionate toward their faith family. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 
9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one 
another; 10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still 
more, 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me 
nothing.  
 

Galatians 6:9-10 
9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.  
   

 B).  ambitious to live quietly.  

1 Thessalonians 4:11 
11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded 
you,  

  1.  Not unruly 
 



Romans 13:12-14 
12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in 
strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.  
 

  2.  Not undisciplined. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 
10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, ei-
ther. 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  
 

 C.)  attentive to your own business 

1 Thessalonians 4:11 
11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we com-
manded you,  

 D.)  active — working productively and humbly 

1 Thessalonians 4:11 
11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we com-
manded you,  

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 
10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat,            
either. 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting 
like busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own 
bread.  

 E.)  aware that we are the gospel for others to see. 

1 Thessalonians 4:12 
12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need. 

1 Timothy 2:1-6 
2 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all 
who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, 
the testimony given at the proper time.  

 

 

 

    


