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1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 
1Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please 
God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more. 2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 For 
this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the 
matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for the 
purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:1 
1Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please 
God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.  
  

 A). A plea to pursue pleasing God... 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:2 
2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  
 

  1. Being obedient to His lordship over us. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:3 
3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;  
  

 B). A plea to pursue pleasing God through sexual purity 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:4-5 
4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;  
 

  1. Being submissive to His will for us. 
  
  2. Being faithful to His love for us. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 Food is for 
the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is 
for the body. 14 Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not know that the one 
who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.” 17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord 
is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own 
body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your 
own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:4 
4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:6 
6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before 
and solemnly warned you.  
 

  3. Being fruitful in our love for others 

 

   Reasons for sexual purity: 
    

1 Thessalonians 4:6 
6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before 
and solemnly warned you.  
 



  1. sexual impurity has consequences 
  2. sexual impurity isn’t part of our new identity 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:7 
7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.  
 

Ephesians 4:17-24 
17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their 
mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness 
of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greedi-
ness. 20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in 
reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of 
the truth. 

 3.)  sexual impurity hardens us spiritually. 

1 Thessalonians 4:8 

8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.  

Hosea 10:12-15 
12 Sow with a view to righteousness, 
Reap in accordance with kindness; 
Break up your fallow ground, 
For it is time to seek the Lord 
Until He comes to rain righteousness on you. 
13 You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice, 
You have eaten the fruit of lies. 
Because you have trusted in your way, in your numerous warriors, 
14 Therefore a tumult will arise among your people, 
And all your fortresses will be destroyed, 
As Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle, 
When mothers were dashed in pieces with their children. 
15 Thus it will be done to you at Bethel because of your great wickedness. 
At dawn the king of Israel will be completely cut off.  

Revelation 3:15-17 
15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know 
that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,  

Revelation 3:18-19 
18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, 
and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I re-
prove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.  

The divine visitation that revives cannot be precipitated by human effort, even though our not caring about it and not seeking it can 
effectively quench the Spirit and block it.  To acknowledge our present impotence and cry to God for such a visitation is, as he saw 
it, a supreme priority for the church today. But we shall not do this until we grasp the need for revival, and that will not happen 
until we see that nothing less can help us.  Self-confidence, however, currently masks this from us.  Shall we ever change at this 
point? J.I. Packer 

The fruits of revival for God’s people are: 

 1.  A clearer connection to Christ 

 2.  A clearer call from Christ 

 3.  A clearer consecration for Christ. 

 

Galatians 2:20 
20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and [a]the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A20&version=NASB1995#fen-NASB1995-29102a

