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| Thessalonians 2:17-3:8

7But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great
desire to see your face. ¥ For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us. *° For who is our
hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? 2°For you are our glory and
joy.

3! Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone, 2and we sent Timothy, our
brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 3so that no one would be
disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. % For indeed when we were with you, we
kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know. > For this reason, when |
could endure it no longer, | also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor
would be in vain. ® But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that
you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you, ” for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and
affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; #for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.

A. The passion of a pastor is to see his people standing firm in the Lord Jesus.

3John1:14

1The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom | love in truth. 2Beloved, | pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health,
just as your soul prospers. 3For | was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth.
41 have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.

| Thessalonians 3:1-2
! Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone, 2and we sent Timothy, our
brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith,

B. The place of a pastor is to be a:
1. Servant of God under the lordship of Jesus.

1 Peter 5:1-4

1 Therefore, | exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the
glory that is to be revealed, 2shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily,
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but
proving to be examples to the flock. * And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

2. Shepherd of God’s people with the heart of Jesus.

Ezekiel 34:1-6

! Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those
shepherds, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed
the flock? 3You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock. * Those who
are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have
not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them. > They were
scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the field and were scattered. ® My flock wandered through
all the mountains and on every high hill; My flock was scattered over all the surface of the earth, and there was no one to search or
seek for them.”””

John 10:11-13

1141 am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who
is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
13 He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.



John 10:25-30

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that | do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me. 26 But you
do not believe because you are not of My sheep. 2 My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me; 22and | give
eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 2° My Father, who has given them to
Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 31 and the Father are one.”

John 10:1-4

1 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief
and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice.

Hebrews 13:17
70bey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this
with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

| Corinthians 4:17-21

17 For this reason | have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways
which are in Christ, just as | teach everywhere in every church. ¥ Now some have become arrogant, as though | were not coming to
you. °But | will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and | shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power.
20For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power. 2 What do you desire? Shall | come to you with a rod, or with love
and a spirit of gentleness?

C. The purpose of a pastor is to:

1. Propel us closer to Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 3:2

Zand we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your
faith,

2. Prepare us for the temptation to pull away from Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 3:3-5

350 that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. % For indeed
when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.
5For this reason, when | could endure it no longer, | also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have
tempted you, and our labor would be in vain.

Romans 16:17-20

7Now | urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you
learned, and turn away from them. 8 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth
and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. *° For the report of your obedience has reached to all; therefore |
am rejoicing over you, but | want you to be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil. 2 The God of peace will soon crush
Satan under your feet.

Luke 12:51-53

51 Do you suppose that | came to grant peace on earth? | tell you, no, but rather division; > for from now on five members in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three. >3 They will be divided, father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-
in-law.”



