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1 Thessalonians 2:13-18 
13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not 
as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 14 For you, brethren, 
became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of 
your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, 15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are 
not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result 
that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost. 17 But we, brethren, having been tak-
en away from you for a short while—in person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face. 18 For we 
wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us. 
 

Romans 9:1-5 
1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and un-
ceasing grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kins-
men according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giv-
ing of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, 
who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  
 

John 8:39-45 
39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus *said to them, “If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abra-
ham. 40 But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do. 
41 You are doing the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.” 42 Jesus 
said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come 
on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44 You 
are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand 
in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies. 45 But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 
14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same suffer-
ings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, 15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and 
drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be 
saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.  
 
 A. The persecution we experience comes from spiritual opposition to God. 
 

   Opposition to His gospel: 
 

   1. Word - Law 
 

   2. Will - Lordship 
 

   3. Work - Love 
 

John 16:1-3 
1 “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2 They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but 
an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 3 These things they will do because they have 
not known the Father or Me.  
 
 B. The source of our persecution will be the hostility of man motivated by: 
 

   1. Jealousy 
 

Acts 5:14-19 
14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number, 15 to such an extent 
that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow 
might fall on any one of them. 16 Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people 
who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed. 17 But the high priest rose up, along with all his associ-
ates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. 18 They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public 
jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said,  



   2. Power 
 

Matthew 23:1-7 
1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair 
of Moses; 3 therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not 
do them. 4 They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so 
much as a finger. 5 But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of 
their garments. 6 They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and respectful greetings in the 
market places, and being called Rabbi by men.  
 
   3. Pride 
 

Matthew 23:11-15 
11 But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself 
shall be exalted. 13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; 
for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 14 [Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites, because you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condem-
nation.] 15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 
 

Romans 9:30-10:4 
30 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which 
is by faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, 
but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 just as it is written, “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offense, And he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 10 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my 
prayer to God for them is for their salvation. 2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with 
knowledge. 3 For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the 
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
 
 C. Our response to our persecutor. 
 
   1. Remember their future condition. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:16 
16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their 
sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.  
 

Matthew 25:41 
41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the 
devil and his angels;  
 
   2. Remember to love and pray for them. 
 

Matthew 5:43-48 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do 
you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
   3. Remember to share the gospel with them. 
 

Romans 10:9-17 
9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the 
Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beauti-
ful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!” 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah 
says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 


