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1 Thessalonians 2:3-6 
3 For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts. 5 For we never came with flattering 
speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness— 6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from 
others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority.  

"There has probably never been such a variety of religious cults and philosophic systems as in Paul’s day… ‘Holy men’ of 
all creeds and countries, popular philosophers, magicians, astrologers, crack-pots, and cranks; the sincere and the spuri-
ous, the righteous and the rogue, swindlers and saints, jostled and clamoured for the attention of the believing and the 
skeptical.”  Leon Morris 
 
2 Timothy 3:1-7, 13 
1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, 
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters 
of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although 
they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. 6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak 
women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.  
 
13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  

 
 A faithful follower of Jesus is a person of integrity who: 
 
  1) preaches the gospel - speaking the truth. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:2 
but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our God to speak to you 
the gospel of God amid much opposition.  

 
  2) practices the gospel - living the truth. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:3-6 
3 For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts. 5 For we never came with flattering 
speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness— 6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from 
others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority.  

 



 The marks of a faithful minister are: 
 
  1) A devotion to truth. 
 
   a. free of error 
 
Jude 3-4, 10-13 
3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing 
that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4 For certain persons have crept in unno-
ticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into 
licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
10 But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning ani-
mals, by these things they are destroyed. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed head-
long into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts 
when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without 
fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black 
darkness has been reserved forever. 

 
   b. free of impurity 
 
   c. free of deception 
 
   d. free of flattery 
 
   e. free of greed 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:4 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who exam-
ines our hearts.  

 
  2) A sincere desire to please God. 
 
   a. Satisfied with His approval. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of 
truth.  

 
1 Thessalonians 2:6 
nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our au-
thority.  

 
   b. Qualified by His calling. 
 


