
 
When I was a kid, we would take time every 

Thanksgiving to say what we were thankful for. Often, 

we would say we could not think of anything. This led 

to my mom telling us we had to take five pieces of 

corn and list one thing for which we were thankful 

with each piece of corn. We still frustrated my mom. 

Within two rounds of giving thanks, we began making 

things up. Thinking back to these dinners, I imagine 

this was endlessly frustrating to my parents. We had 

many things to be thankful for and yet could think of 

nothing. 

This week my wife and I got to pick up our 

daughter from India. This has been a long process. 

We have been completing different steps toward 

adoption for almost three years now. This week was 

spent on a small piece of concrete outside an 

orphanage where our daughter has lived for over two 

years. We sat on metal bed frames used as couches, 

and for five hours a day, we were able to see our 

daughter, and yesterday we got to pick her up. 

During our time visiting the orphanage, we met 

several of our daughter’s friends. We suspect that 

most days they spent their time sitting silently on 

these same benches. We had brought snacks and 

toys, which we shared with these little ones. Lisa’s 

yellow bag became a source of joy for our daughter and 

her friends. Such small objects lit up the faces of five 

kids who were waiting for their families. 

Over the last few months, our Jr. High students have 

been studying the life of Christ. One of the last lessons I 

taught before we traveled to India was about the Lord’s 

Prayer. This prayer is amazing. Jesus, in Matthew 6, 

explains that we should not pray like hypocrites or 

pagans. We neither pray to be seen nor ramble on and 

on, thinking we will be heard for our many words. Jesus 
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Our Father in heaven, 
your name be honored as holy. 

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And do not bring us into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one. 
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gives a prayer and He tells us to pray these words: 

 “Therefore, you should pray like this: 

Jesus tells us to pray daily for God’s will, daily 

bread, forgiveness, and deliverance from temptation 

and the evil one. We are not commanded to pray for 

weekly, monthly, or yearly provision of these things. 

The regular rhythm of the Christian life is to ask God 

daily for what we need. In our journey through this 

life, we are to always lean on God for what we need. 

I was reminded of this prayer over and over again 

during our time sitting at an orphanage in a jungle 

rainforest village. Every day God has provided what 

we need. Amid difficulty, our daughter is in our 

arms. God has given us exactly what we need each 

day, whether it is food, rest, comfort, community, or 

the prayers of our friends and family. 

This year as we move toward Thanksgiving, I 

won’t need to make up things to be thankful for. In 

fact, God has given us plenty to be thankful for each 

day as he provides for all of our needs. As we get 

closer to Thanksgiving, take time each day to pray 

the Lord’s prayer. Notice all the ways God is 

providing and has provided for all your needs. Your 

awareness of the provision of God will create 

thankfulness toward him. He truly is always with you 

and always providing for you. 

One final note: Over the last week, we have had 

so many of you let us know that you are praying for 

us; this has been the greatest of blessings. This is the 

best care you can give us right now. Knowing that 

our friends and family have been praying for us has 

been a comfort to our souls, an encouragement 

when things are hard, and has given us rest when we 

feel restless. We covet your continued prayer 

knowing that while we are on the other side of the 

world, you are with us in spirit and praying for God’s 

continued provision for us. Thank you! 
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