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“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.
18
He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the
darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to
the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be
manifested as having been wrought in God.” John 3:16-21

The loving motive of God for sending Jesus was always saving.
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Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You
must be born again.’ John 3:5-7
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A) God’s love revealed (John 3:16)
We see its: 1) Intensity: the greatness of His love
B.B. Warfied, “Its primary connotation…is not to suggest that the world is so big that it takes a great deal of love to embrace it all, but that the
world is so bad that it takes a great kind of love to love it at all, and much more to love it as God has loved it when He gave His Son for it.”

2) Object: sinful humanity
3) Quality: sacrificial
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“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. John 10:11

45

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

4) Intention: save the perishing
17

For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 He who
believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. 19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather
than the Light, for their deeds were evil. John 3:17-19
36

He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on
him.” John 3:36

5) Duration: everlasting
1

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
2
Give thanks to the God of gods,
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
3
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
4
To Him who alone does great wonders,
For His lovingkindness is everlasting… Psalm 136:1-4

B) God’s love responded to:
Whoever believes in Him shall not perish.
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so
that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
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4 22 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 23 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him,
but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 He
who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.
5 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we
have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
Romans 4:22-5:2
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C) God’s love reciprocated. (1 John 5:1-3)
1) Because God loves us, we love God.
19
3

We love, because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 1 John 5:3
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“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. John 14:15
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He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father,
and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” John 14:21
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Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to
him and make Our abode with him. John 14:23
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One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What
commandment is the foremost of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’
31
The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”
Mark 12:28-31

2) Because God loves us, we love each other.
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If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen,
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love
his brother also. 1 John 4:20-21
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And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 And He said to him,
“What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?” 27 And he answered, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR
HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 28 And He said to
him, “You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE.” 29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” Luke 10:25-29
For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
15
But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. Galatians 5:13-15
13
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A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By
this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

