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Philippians 3:7-11

Knowing Christ – The Fellowship of His Sufferings
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But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes
from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Philippians 3:7-11

Actively Living In View of Eternity
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For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from
heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan,
being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up
by life. 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. 6 Therefore, being
always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we
walk by faith, not by sight— 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at
home with the Lord. 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.
2 Corinthians 5:1-9
10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 2 Corinthians 5:10
A. What is Christ’s suffering?
1) What is the context?
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And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. John 12:23-24
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“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came
to this hour. John 12:27
2) What is the content?
i.

Externally at the hands of men.
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He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a
sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth. Isaiah 53:7
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But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being
fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. Isaiah 53:5
Just as many were astonished at you, My people, so His appearance was marred more than any man and His form
more than the sons of men. Isaiah 52:14
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ii. Internally by the response of His people.
3

He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide
their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Isaiah 53:3
As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant,
will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities. Isaiah 53:11
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iii. Ultimately at the hand of the Father.
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But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering…
Isaiah 53:10a
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Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted. Isaiah 53:4
6

All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us
all to fall on Him. Isaiah 53:6
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Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors. Isaiah 53:12d
B. What is Paul’s connection?
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But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings
and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” Acts 9:15-16
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Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church,
in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. Colossians 1:24
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as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.
2 Corinthians 6:10
“He who has God and everything else has no more than he who has God only.” C.S. Lewis
C. What is our correlation?
1) We need to be aware and prepare for what persecution could look like in our lives.
2) There is a pressing need, to continue the mission of Christ.
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Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some
strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so
that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 1 Peter 4:12-14
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Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing
what is right. 1 Peter 4:19

