March 26, 2017

Philippians 3:1-6

“Contending for the Faith”

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.
Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision; 3 for we are the true circumcision, who
worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 4 although I myself might have
confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5 circumcised the eighth
day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. Philippians 3:1-6
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Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
2 Corinthians 5:17

16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek. Romans 1:16
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For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12
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Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you
appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4 For certain persons
have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Jude 3-4

A. Imposters of the Faith.
19

Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed
and all the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight;
for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. Romans 3:19-20
But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in
Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. Galatians 2:4
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It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 And I testify again to every
man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4 You have been severed from Christ,
you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for
the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working
through love. Galatians 5:1-6
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So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords and lances until the blood
gushed out on them. I Kings 18:28

B. Genuinely in the Faith.
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“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might. 6 These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall
teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and
when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your
forehead. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4-9
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“Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and
love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the LORD’S
commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good? 14 Behold, to the LORD your God belong
heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 15 Yet on your fathers did the LORD set His affection to love
them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day. 16 So circumcise your heart,
and stiffen your neck no longer. Deuteronomy 10:12-16
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“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just
as your fathers did. 52 Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously
announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; 53 you who received
the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.” Acts 7:51-53
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Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this [c]world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:1-2
23

But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people
the Father seeks to be His worshipers. John 4:23
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For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. Isaiah 64:6
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and
peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in
their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
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And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me,
“These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “My lord, you
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him
day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 16 They will hunger no
longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne
will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”
Revelation 7:9-17
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C. Contended for the Faith.
For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as a
Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so
that I might win those who are under the Law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without
the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 22 To the weak I became weak,
that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I do all things for the
sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. I Corinthians 9:19-23
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