“Not Without You!”
Exodus 33:1-16
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Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with
one voice and said, “All the words which the LORD has spoken we will do!” Exodus 24:3
Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will
do, and we will be obedient!” Exodus 24:7
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Then Moses entreated the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does Your anger burn against Your people whom You have
brought out from the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With evil
intent He brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your burning
anger and change Your mind about doing harm to Your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You
swore by Yourself, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have
spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 So the LORD changed His mind about the harm which He
said He would do to His people. Exodus 32:11-14
It came about, as soon as Moses came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing; and Moses’ anger burned, and he
threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf which they had made and
burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and scattered it over the surface of the water and made the sons of Israel drink it.
Exodus 32:19-20
19

I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them tear it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this
calf.” Exodus 32:24
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On the next day Moses said to the people, “You yourselves have committed a great sin; and now I am going up to the LORD,
perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” Exodus 32:30
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Then Moses returned to the LORD, and said, “Alas, this people has committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for
themselves. 32 But now, if You will, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You have written!” 33 The
LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. 34 But go now, lead the people where I told you.
Behold, My angel shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish them for their sin.” 35 Then the LORD smote
the people, because of what they did with the calf which Aaron had made. Exodus 32:31-35
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Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Depart, go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up from the land of Egypt,
to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give it.’ 2 I will send an angel before you
and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3 Go up to a land flowing with
milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, because you are an obstinate people, and I might destroy you on the way.” 4 When
the people heard this sad word, they went into mourning, and none of them put on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses,
“Say to the sons of Israel, ‘You are an obstinate people; should I go up in your midst for one moment, I would destroy you. Now
therefore, put off your ornaments from you, that I may know what I shall do with you.’” 6 So the sons of Israel stripped themselves of
their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. 7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, a good distance from
the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting which was
outside the camp. 8 And it came about, whenever Moses went out to the tent, that all the people would arise and stand, each at the
entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses until he entered the tent. 9 Whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would
descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the LORD would speak with Moses. 10 When all the people saw the pillar of cloud
standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would arise and worship, each at the entrance of his tent. 11 Thus the LORD used
to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses returned to the camp, his servant Joshua, the son of
Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent. 12 Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people!’ But
You Yourself have not let me know whom You will send with me. Moreover, You have said, ‘I have known you by name, and you
have also found favor in My sight.’ 13 Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways that I may
know You, so that I may find favor in Your sight. Consider too, that this nation is Your people.” 14 And He said, “My presence shall go
with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. 16 For
how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and
Your people, may be distinguished from all the other people who are upon the face of the earth?” Exodus 33:1-16

A. God’s provision doesn’t compare to God’s presence. (vs. 1-3,12-15)
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O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! Psalm 34:8
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Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” Exodus 33:18
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Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains were born or You gave birth to the earth and the
world… Psalm 90:1-2
Do return, O LORD; how long will it be? And be sorry for Your servants. 14 O satisfy us in the morning with Your lovingkindness, that
we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 15 Make us glad according to the days You have afflicted us, and the years we have seen
evil. 16 Let Your work appear to Your servants and Your majesty to their children. Psalm 90:13-16
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Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” John 7:37-38

37

33

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Matthew 6:33

B. God’s presence elicits the praise of His people. (vs. 4-10)
C. God’s presence defines the identity of His people (vs. 16)
I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
John 14:16-17
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Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
2 Corinthians 5:17

