Preparation
Luke 1:67-80
Anticipation leads to preparation as God prepares the world for the arrival of His Son.
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Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name
Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14
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“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in
Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.” Micah 5:2
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When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. Hosea 11:1
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“Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your
salvation, 31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, and the glory of Your
people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32
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At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking
for the redemption of Jerusalem. Luke 2:38
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“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. John 10:11
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So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to
Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He *said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He said to
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love
Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep. John 21:15-17
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Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; lift
10
it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, with His arm ruling for
Him. Behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him. 11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, in His arm He will
gather the lambs and carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. Isaiah 40:9-11
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
5
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written
[c]
6
by the prophet: ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME
FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’” Matthew 2:1-6
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“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in
Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.” 3 Therefore He will give them up until the time when she who is
in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren will return to the sons of Israel. 4 And He will arise and shepherd His
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, because at that time He will
be great to the ends of the earth. 5 This One will be our peace... Micah 5:2-5a
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But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you will give him the name John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great
in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.
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And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. 17 It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit
and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:13-17
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And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has
visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His
servant— 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old—71 Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO
72
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HATE US; To show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, The oath which He swore to Abraham our
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father, To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, In holiness and
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righteousness before Him all our days. “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on BEFORE THE
LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; 77 To give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, 78 Because of the tender
mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, 79 TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 80 And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the
deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel. Luke 1:67-80

A. The Messiah’s Ministry (vs. 68-75)
1. His manifestation. (vs 68-71)
2. His mercy. (vs. 72-73)
Mercy = not getting what we deserve.
3. His grace. (vs. 74-75)
Grace = getting what we don’t deserve.
B. The Messiah’s Messenger (vs. 76)
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It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN,
and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:17
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There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light. John 1:6-8

C. The Messiah’s Message. (vs. 77-79)
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 3:2
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Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; 6 and they were being baptized by him in
the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins. Matthew 3:5-6
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From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17
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