3. Be like-minded. (vs. 11)

Joy to You
2 Corinthians 13:1-14 (NASB)
15

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is
from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who
does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:15-17

4

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
5
Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of
the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 15:4-6

4. Be peaceful. (vs. 11)

Today, we are actively living in view of eternity.
16

5

This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if
we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:5-7

Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17 for the
kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and
approved by men. 19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the
building up of one another. Romans 14:16-19
15

In the closing verses of 2 Corinthians 13, Paul describes what a
church needs to do in response to who God is and what God has
done. In the Biblical narrative, God is the initiator and mankind is
the responder.
A. What a Church does. (vs. 11,13)

Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the
most of your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
20
always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God,
even the Father; 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.
Ephesians 5:15-21

1. Be made complete. (vs. 11)

5. Be spiritually affectionate. (vs.14)

11

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists,
and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure
of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer
to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every
joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. Ephesians 4:11-16

2. Be comforted. (vs.11)

16

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.
Romans 16:16

14

Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.
I Peter 5:14

B. Who God is. (vs. 12)
He makes a way for peace and demonstrates His love through:

In the context of the community of faith, Paul draws from God as:

1. Grace of Christ.

1. Love.
7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for
God is love.1 John 4:7-8
16

We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is
love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
1 John 4:16

11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us
to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly
in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us
from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous for good deeds. Titus 2:11-14
4

2. Peace.
6

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
And the government will rest on His shoulders;
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
7
There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace,
On the throne of David and over his kingdom,
To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness
From then on and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this. Isaiah 9:6-7
9

But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He
saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so
that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life. Titus 3:4-7

2. Love of the Father.
8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. Romans 5:8-9

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Matthew 5:9
For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the
blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
21
And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil
deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order
to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—
Colossians 1:19-22
19

C. What God has done. (vs.14)
As God of love and peace, He acts toward mankind according to His
nature.
18

He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19
This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the
darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. John 3:18-19
21

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil
deeds… Colossians 1:21
10

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Romans 5:10
3

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as
the rest. Ephesians 2:3

10

But the LORD was pleased
To crush Him, putting Him to grief;
If He would render Himself as a guilt offering,
He will see His offspring,
He will prolong His days,
And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.
11
As a result of the anguish of His soul,
He will see it and be satisfied;
By His knowledge the Righteous One,
My Servant, will justify the many,
As He will bear their iniquities.
Isaiah 53:10-11

3. Fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
13

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of
promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the
redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. Ephesians 1:13-14
16

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with
you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and
will be in you. John 14:16-17
26

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 27 Peace I
leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do
not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. John 14:26-27
16

Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no
longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God,
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
21
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
09.18.16 a.m. Nigel Unrau

